
CRUISE DOCUMENTS YOU NEED

 

o Your passport should be valid for at least six months after your planned return 

date.

o Ensure your passport has enough blank pages for visa stamps or any necessary 

paperwork.

•

•

https://help.carnival.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/1401/~/travel-documentation%3A-u.s.-permanent-residents
https://www.royalcaribbean.com/faq/topics/travel-documents
https://www.princess.com/en-us/faq/pre-cruise
https://www.ncl.com/freestyle-cruise/cruise-travel-documents
https://www.hollandamerica.com/en/us/faq/cruise-planning/identification-passports-visa/do-i-need-a-passport
https://www.virginvoyages.com/faq/before-you-sail/travel-requirements
https://www.msccruisesusa.com/manage-booking/before-you-go/travel-documents-visas
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Once you’ve booked your cruise, the cruise line will issue a boarding pass and a set of travel 

documents that contain all the essential details of your trip. These documents are necessary 

for boarding and include information such as your cabin number, cruise itinerary, and 

departure information.

• Upon booking, you’ll receive a confirmation document 

from the cruise line, either via email or through your online account. This will include your 

reservation number, sailing dates, and other important information.

• This is your entry ticket to board the cruise ship. It contains your 

booking details and often includes instructions for embarkation day, including check-in 

times and boarding locations.

• Your cruise itinerary details the ports you’ll visit, along with their 

departure and arrival times. Some cruise lines offer digital itineraries accessible through 

their app or website

Tip: Many cruise lines recommend downloading their official app, which often includes your 

boarding pass, itinerary, and other important documents on your phone for easy access 

during your journey.

3. Travel Insurance Documents

While travel insurance isn’t required to board your cruise, it’s highly recommended. Travel 

insurance protects you in the event of cancellations, delays, medical emergencies, or trip 

interruptions.

• Before you leave for your cruise, make sure you have 

your travel insurance policy number, along with a list of what’s covered (e.g., trip 

cancellation, medical emergencies, lost luggage).

• In addition to trip cancellation coverage, you’ll want 

to know what medical coverage you have while cruising. Many cruise lines have 

partnerships with health insurance companies, but if you’re traveling internationally, it’s a 

good idea to double-check what your policy covers in different countries.

• Keep a hard copy of your insurance company’s 

emergency contact information, including the phone number for claims or medical 

assistance.
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Depending on your cruise’s destination, you may need a visa to enter certain countries. Even 

if you don’t plan to disembark, some countries require a visa to allow entry, even for cruise 

passengers.

• Before booking your cruise, make sure to check if any of the 

countries you’re visiting require a visa. This is especially important for longer itineraries or 

cruises that visit countries with strict entry requirements.

• Many cruise lines provide visa assistance for 

passengers visiting multiple countries on their cruise. This might be available as part of a 

shore excursion package or offered as an additional service to streamline the process.

Tip: Check the embassy website of each country you’ll visit for specific visa details and 

requirements.

5. Health and Vaccination Records

As health and safety are paramount, many cruise lines require passengers to provide proof of 

certain vaccinations or health-related documents before boarding.

• Some countries may require vaccinations (e.g., yellow 

fever, COVID-19) for entry, while others may have specific guidelines for travelers arriving 

via cruise ships. Always check the cruise line and destination requirements ahead of time

• If you have any pre-existing medical conditions or are traveling with 

prescribed medications, it’s essential to inform your cruise line beforehand. Some ships 

may require a medical history form detailing any health issues that could affect your trip.

Tip: Pack any medications in their original containers, along with a copy of your 

prescriptions in case you need them while abroad.

6. Credit Card and Currency
Your cruise fare may cover a variety of expenses, but you’ll likely still need extra funds for 

excursions, shopping, and other onboard purchases. Cruise lines typically require you to set 

up a credit card or cash account to charge your onboard purchases.

• Most cruise lines issue a cruise card that functions as a room key and a 

payment card. This is linked to a credit card or deposit account, allowing you to charge 

your onboard purchases.
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● Some cruise lines operate in a particular currency, while others accept 

multiple currencies. It’s a good idea to have a small amount of local currency for 

excursions or when visiting smaller shops that might not accept credit cards.

● Many cruise lines offer currency exchange services onboard. 

However, it’s recommended to exchange money ahead of time to avoid high exchange 

fees onboard.

Tip: Let your credit card company know you’ll be traveling internationally to avoid any 

issues with card usage during your cruise.

7. Emergency Contact Information
While cruising is generally a safe and relaxed experience, it’s essential to be prepared for any 

potential emergencies. Always have emergency contact details for loved ones back home 

and the cruise line’s emergency contact numbers.

• Keep a list of family or friends who can be contacted in the event 

of an emergency, along with your cruise line’s emergency contact number. Cruise lines 

typically provide this information on their website and in the pre-cruise materials.

• Most cruise lines have 24/7 emergency assistance in case of 

medical or logistical issues, so ensure you know how to reach them.

8. Special Requirements Documentation

If you have any specific travel needs (e.g., mobility issues, dietary requirements, or special 

accommodations), it’s essential to notify the cruise line in advance.

• If you need a wheelchair, mobility assistance, or other 

special accommodations, make sure to inform the cruise line in advance. Many ships have 

accessible rooms and equipment, but they may need to make arrangements ahead of 

time.

• Inform the cruise line of any food allergies or dietary preferences 

(e.g., vegetarian, gluten-free, kosher) at least a few weeks before sailing. Cruise lines are 

generally accommodating, but advanced notice ensures they can meet your needs.
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Conclusion

When preparing for your cruise, having the right documents is crucial for a smooth 

and stress-free vacation. By organizing your passport, cruise tickets, travel insurance, 

and health documents ahead of time, you can ensure that your holiday on the high 

seas is free of unnecessary delays or problems. Always double-check specific 

requirements with your cruise line and the countries you’ll be visiting to stay informed 

and prepared. Happy cruising!


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

